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were ripe for another coup. This time it was de-
cided to land near Boulogne, win over or subdue*
the garrison, and march on Paris. It was the
Strassburg plan all over again, and, as on that
occasion, the prince put himself into communica-
tion with certain officers from whom he gained
the impression that he could count upon the
assistance of Marshal Clausel and also of General
Magnan, commander of the Departement du Nord.
He had also received some encouragement from
the Tsar. Joseph Orsi, a Florentine and the
banker of the Bonaparte family, was then in
London, and to him was entrusted the task
of making the necessary arrangements for the
expedition. A small steamer, the Edinburgh
Castle, was chartered, and laden with stores and
equipment.

On the 6th of August, 1840, the prince em-
barked with General Montholon (who had shared
his uncle's exile at St. Helena), several officers, and
over fifty men. They took with them numerous
proclamations to be displayed, promising the
people liberty, security, and the reduction of
taxes. One flamboyant address to the army
read: " Soldiers, the great spirit of Napoleon
speaks to you through me. Traitors, begone, for
the Napoleonic spirit, which cares only for the
welfare of the nation, advances to overwhelm
you !"